


MELMERBY PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Melmerby Parish Council held on Tuesday 27th May 2024 at Melmerby Village Hall. 

Present: Cllr Chris Jones, Cllr David Bardsley, Cllr Gary Fletcher Cllr Bill Burford, Cllr Dougie Bell and Claire Rankin, Parish Clerk.

Two members of the public were present. Cllr Michael Hanley, Westmorland and Furness Council was also present.

2024/030 Election of Chair Cllr Chris Jones indicated that he wished to stand down as Chair of the Parish Council.  Cllr David Bardsley was nominated as the new Chair of the Parish Council for 2024/25 by Cllr Chris Jones.  This was seconded by Cllr Bill Burford and all those present were in favour.  Cllr David Bardsley accepted the Chair. Cllr Bardsley thanked Cllr Jones for his work as Chair of the Parish Council and in particular his work during the transition stage from the old Ousby Parish Council to the new Melmerby Parish Council.

2024/031 Election of Vice Chair Cllr Gary Fletcher nominated Cllr Chris Jones.  This was seconded by Cllr Bill Burford.  All those present were in favour and Cllr Chris Jones accepted the position of Vice Chair of the Parish Council.

2024/032 Apologies for absence – RESOLVED that apologies were received from Cllr Mary Robinson, Westmorland and Furness Council due to a recent knee replacement.  The Parish Council sent their good wishes to Cllr Robinson for a speedy recovery.

2024/033 Declarations of Interest – RESOLVED that Cllr David Bardsley and Cllr Bill Burford declared they had both been involved with the B4RN project. 

2024/034 Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 27th March 2024 – RESOLVED that Cllr Chris Jones was authorised to sign the minutes as a correct record.

2024/035 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) - RESOLVED that there were no items on the agenda that required this exclusion.

2024/036 Public Participation - RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting for members of the public to speak and also asked members of the public to speak at the start of the relevant agenda item. 

Two members of the public spoke and thanked Cllr Chris Jones for all his hard work as Chairman of the Parish Council.

2024/037 Annual Accounts 2023/24 RESOLVED that the accounts were accepted as a true record.  The accounts were proposed for approval by Cllr Bill Burford and seconded by Cllr Gary Fletcher.  All those present were in favour.  The annual summary was presented along with the payments and receipts schedule and the bank reconciliation.

2024/038 Audit 2023/24 RESOLVED that the accounts be forwarded to Chris Dent who will carry out the audit and that the audited accounts then be submitted through the AGAR process.  This was proposed by Cllr Chris Jones and seconded by Cllr Dougie Bell. All those present were in favour.

2024/039 Westmorland and Furness Council update – RESOLVED that Cllr Hanley gave an update on recent meetings within Westmorland and Furness Council.  

Full Council had met for their AGM and had considered the delivery framework.  Also of interest was the electric vehicle charging trial scheme.

Cllr Hanley updated the meeting on various planning applications including a community pub buyout.

The Locality Board has a social fund available due to the upgrade of the A66 which is available to local charities within a wide area of the A66.

Cllr Hanley also updated the Parish Council on other local schemes including 20 mph zones (which 79 localities applied for, 28 were selected, 9 of which were in the old Eden area and of which Melmerby is one), planting for pollinators and the Solar Made Easy event at Alston on 12th June 2024.

2024/040 Information Board – RESOLVED that the board has been completed and installed on the side of the bus shelter.

2024/041 20 mph speed limit RESOLVED that the inclusion of Melmerby as one of the first areas for a 20mph limit be noted.  Cllrs Jones, Bardsley and Burford attended a Teams meeting on 21st May 2024 with officers from Westmorland and Furness Council to develop the next steps for the implementation of the scheme.

Main points in the meeting:

· A high level of applications submitted in the first tranche – 49 representing 79 locations.

· 28 recommended for inclusion in the 2024-25 financial year.

· Highways currently collecting traffic data which will help inform.

· They will produce an initial design based on applicants’ requests.

· This information will form the basis of wider consultation over a 6 week period from mid June to end July. 

· This consultation will invite feedback through a dedicated web page, social media, leaflet drops and notice boards. 

· There will also be drop-in events in hub locations – nearest to us is Temple Sowerby. 

· The time line they propose is:
· Consultation mid June – end July 2024
· Final scheme published mid September 2024
· Traffic regulation order published by end October 2024
· Final WaFC approval January 2025
· Signs etc set up March/April 2025


2024/042 B4RN – RESOLVED that the update be noted.  The soft dig is complete and 7 properties are ready to be connected (possibly w/b 27th May).  Good progress is also being made on the hard dig.  The proposed road closures are:
17/6- 26/6 road along by bakery
27/6- 12/7 Gamblesby road
15/7-19/7 Gale Hall
On 20th July a celebration event will be held in the village hall between 10am-4pm.

2024/043 Defibrillator – RESOLVED that Community Heartbeat Trust will be contacted to advise on the best course of action to reinstate the electricity supply to the defibrillator.  The defibrillator will still work with the battery but the electricity supply is needed to protect the battery during periods of cold weather.

2024/044 Banking - RESOLVED that the update be noted.  Cllr Bardsley attended an information session by Unity Trust Bank regarding alternative banking arrangements from the main high street banks for Parish Councils. A working party involving all Melmerby Parish Councillors was established to look at the various options.

2024/045 Planning application 23/0628 Agricultural building at Broad Meadows -RESOLVED that the application be supported by the Parish Council. This was proposed by Cllr David Bardsley and seconded by Cllr Bill Burford.  All those present were in favour.

2024/045 Planning application 2024/0630/FPA Erection of new dwelling, Park View - RESOLVED that the application be supported by the Parish Council. This was proposed by Cllr Chris Jones and seconded by Cllr Bill Burford.  All those present were in favour.

2024/046 Highways – RESOLVED that the blocked drain outside the Shepherd’s Inn be noted and reported.

2024/047 Policies- RESOLVED that a working party be formed consisting of all Parish Councillors to look at updating the policies over time.

2024/048 Finance – RESOLVED that the finance report was proposed by Cllr Dougie Bell and seconded by Cllr Chris Jones.  All Parish Councillors were in favour.

2024/049 Correspondence – RESOLVED that the correspondence register be noted.

2024/050 Date and time of the next meeting – RESOLVED that the next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be on 17th July 2024, 7.30 p.m. at Melmerby Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 20.39 p.m.






